Meanwhile the main body of the fire, which was moving very rapidly, had passed by the Observatory. Because of the rapid speed of the fire, the 9-inch Oddie refractor, which is housed in a wooden dome located approximately a half-mile north of the Observatory, was left untouched, although a stand of pines five hundred feet to the northeast was destroyed. The Oddie dome is located on a small, bare knoll, and the absence of scrub in the immediate vicinity undoubtedly accounts for its escape.
The machine-shop fire raged out of control, although the Observatory party fought it continuously with the available, limited means. A bush-fire officer, who with a small group of fire fighters had retreated to the Observatory from the main body of the bush fire, recommended evacuation of the Observatory. Most of the records and valuable astronomical equipment had been put into the basement of the library located in the east wing of the quadrangle. At this point, when evacuation was recommended, several of the Observatory party attempted to remove some of these records, carrying them to another refuge. In the meantime, the Observatory party was joined by the group that had successfully protected the village, and it was decided, despite the recommendation of the bush-fire officer, to continue the efforts to save the rest of the main building. At this point an oxygen cylinder in the machine shop exploded, and the blast caused the roof of the shop to fall in, thus lowering the level of the fire. With buckets of water drawn from taps, a determined group was then able to get at the blaze, and, aided by a sudden cessation of the wind, to control the fire in a passageway connecting the west and south wings and to continue their efforts to evacuate irreplaceable records from the east wing.. The arrival of a sudden sprinkling of rain, followed by the first contingent of fire fighters from Canberra, assured the protection of the remainder of the building.
The machine shop, which was exceptionally well equipped, was completely gutted and all machines and tools were lost (see Fig. 2 ). Although the 30-inch Reynolds reflector, the 9-inch Oddie refractor, the 6-inch Farnham refractor, and the solar tower were spared, minor parts of the auxiliary equipment which were in the machine shop for repairs were destroyed. The clockwork and the circles for the new 48-inch telescope were thus destroyed. A nebular spectrograph, which stood some one hundred fifty yards north of the Observatory, was almost completely wrecked, and a wooden storage hut, which contained some overflow volumes from the library, was lost. The power substation adjoining the machine shop was saved, although the main feeder lines to the Observatory were burned out.
L. J. Dwyer, Canberra The Australian press emphasized the fact that, although evacuation of the Observatory was recommended, most of the resident and nonresident staff stayed to protect it ; some of them even decided to stand by the Observatory rather than by their own homes on the mountain. This is a fact that cannot be overstated, and it is a pleasure to record it here once again. It is not necessary to name all the persons in this group, but they will long be remembered at the Commonwealth Observatory. Among them were Mrs. Woolley and Mrs. Hogg, who stayed to administer first aid and much-welcome food and drink, and Miss Claire Beech and Miss Barbara Davson, whose efforts at fighting the fire are attested to by their singed hair. Some of the men there were "Jim" Banham, foreman of the workshop staff, who fought to save the shop that he had built up in more than twenty years' work ; George Phillips, of the workshop staff, whose efforts together with those of "Ted" Cumberland, "Ted" Holmes, and George Chalmers were a deciding factor in confining the fire to the machine shop.
That the disaster was not of larger proportions is a result of the work of those and other Observatory personnel who fought the fire, and, in the end, controlled it.
